
What the media say about Shemekia Copeland
and Outskirts of Love

It is Copeland’s thrilling voice, part Koko Taylor, part Mavis Staples and capable of 
incredible expression, that makes Outskirts Of Love so super-special. Spectacular, 
stirring, sanctified and sassy…at the crossroads where funk meets blues rock. Her band, 
led by producer Oliver Wood, and featuring guests Billy F Gibbons, Robert Randolph, 
Alvin Youngblood Hart and Will Kimbrough, is faultless throughout.

– MOJO

 

Shemekia Copeland extends her definition of modern blues. She has crafted an album 
that speaks to the times….Rabble-rousing straight blues and country-soul. She takes 
classic rock to church before bringing it all back home. Copeland’s genre-melding fluidity 
would be for naught if she didn’t have such a powerhouse voice. She brings a perfect 
balance of authority and understatement to each song.

– NPE Music

Shemekia Copeland is one of the strongest and most capable vocalists in the 
contemporary blues game. She has a solid, expressive voice with plenty of power and 
knows how to sell a song without an excess of melodrama. The tunes are well suited to 
Copeland’s fearless persona. Shemekia Copeland is one vocalist who can cut a 
straightforward blues set in the 21st century and still make it sound fresh and exciting, 
and Outskirts of Love captures her at the top of her game, young enough to still pack a 
wallop and experienced enough to know just what her music needs.

– Allmusic.com

 

Shemekia knows the blues and sings with hurricane power. Her voice and style remain 
instantly recognizable. Outskirts Of Love is another unique and classy project from 
Copeland, a singer whose stunning, powerful vocals perfectly mesh with provocative 
music aimed equally at the head, heart and ultimately the dancing feet.

– American Songwriter

 

When Shemekia Copeland opens her mouth, everybody pays attention. Her blast furnace 
delivery has made her a hard act to follow. Outskirts Of Loveconfirms her status as a diva
supreme. Exceptional guitar is in abundance. Copeland testifies like Mavis Staples. She 
pierces your soul. This is the best effort of her career. Copeland tops herself on cut after 
cut. This is how you do it, and nobody does it better than Shemekia Copeland. 

– No Depression


